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LUNCHEON DATES
Joe’s K Ranch • 4840 S. Whitnall Avenue, Cudahy 

It would be much appreciated if you call Shirley Borgie at 414.768.9750 or Dolores Page at 414.768.9437 
with your reservation by the Monday before the luncheon. 

This will enable us to accommodate all our members and guests. 
Refreshments starting at 11:30 a.m. and luncheon will be served at noon.  ($14.00/person)

SAVE OUR LUNCHEON DATES:
Thursdays: January 28th, February 25th, March 25th, April 29th, May 27th, June 24th, September 30th, October 28th 

Roy Schissel Turns 
102 Years Old

Leroy (Roy) Schissel celebrated his 102nd 
Birthday on October 8, 2020.  He started at 
Bucyrus in 1936 and was a welder.  He retired 
in 1982, finishing his 46 year career at Bucyrus 
in the Parts Shipping Department.  It’s hard to 
fathom that he has been retired for 38 years.  
When he retired, he continued to reside in South 
Milwaukee for many years.  He enjoyed visiting 
with family and friends, and also enjoyed an oc-
casional Sheepshead game at the Bucyrus Club.  
Currently he resides at Kirkland Crossings As-
sisted Living Center in Pewaukee, WI, where he 
continues to play Sheepshead whenever he can!  

The Bucyrus® Oldtimers Association is sad-
dened by the news of Roy’s passing on Novem-
ber 12th.  Our deepest sympathy goes out to his 
family and friends.

Author George Schissel, Roy’s son

From Pat’s Desk...
Can you believe that we are still dealing 

with COVID-19?  I, like many others, thought 
this would’ve been over long ago!  But, here 
we are…many months later and it’s still a big 
problem!  Because of the corona virus, we had to 
cancel several of our luncheons—March, April, 
May and October.  Hopefully our end of month 
luncheons will go on as scheduled in 2021 (see 
the scheduled dates listed in our newsletter).  I 
also might add that the Oldtimers Board recently 
made the decision to cancel the Christmas Party 
that was scheduled for December 3rd due to the 
uprising cases of COVID. 

Speaking of luncheons, many thanks goes out 
to Tim Sullivan for his informative presentation 
about the Bucyrus® Foundation at the September 
24th luncheon.  Moving forward to 2021, our 
guest speaker for the first luncheon of the new 
year (January 28th) will be Bob Jelinek, with 
updates on the South Milwaukee Industrial  
Museum’s progress at the Club.  Elections will 
also be held at the January luncheon.

Since our annual Fireside Theatre’s outing 
that was scheduled to happen this past 
November 11th was also cancelled due to the 
pandemic, their performance of “Holiday Inn” is  
rescheduled for Wednesday, November 10, 2021.  
Luckily we will still have the same excellent 
seats in the first four rows of the theater.  Order 
forms for this event will be in the Spring (March) 
issue of our newsletter.

There’s something new in this and future 
newsletters.  I’m pleased to announce that the 
Oldtimers are partnering their newsletter with 
the South Milwaukee Industrial Museum LLC.  
Their updates, pictures and articles will now be  
included along with the Bucyrus® Oldtimers 
news.  I’m so looking forward to reading all of 
these articles and I hope that you are too!  

The Association is still seeking the help of 
someone who would be willing to take on the 
responsibility of publishing the newsletter.  If 
you are interested in this position, please let me 
know by dropping me a line by mail or email.  
And I might add, if anyone would like to write  
something newsworthy for a future newsletter, 
let me know.  

As we move closer and closer to the new year, 
my hope and wish for everyone in 2021 is that a 
vaccine and cure for the COVID virus is success-
ful in ending this awful pandemic. I also hope that 
everyone stays safe, healthy and happy!  

Happy Holidays and Many Blessings to You 
and Your Family in the New Year!

Pat Merkovich
Contact info:

Bucyrus® Oldtimers Association UA
Attention:  Pat

P.O. Box 563, Oak Creek, WI  53154-0564
or oldtimers.newsletter@gmail.com
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Tim Sullivan — Luncheon Speaker 
at September Luncheon

Luncheon Winners 
and Upcoming 
Speaker

On September 24, 2020, our first lun-
cheon after the summer break, many 
members and friends enjoyed the meal 
prepared by Larry at Joe’s K Ranch  
consisting of a choice of broiled cod with 
baby roasted potatoes and green beans 
or beef tips and noodles along with a  
salad, bread basket and dessert.

Our guest speaker Tim Sullivan,  
provided us with information about 
the Bucyrus® Foundation’s history and  
future goals.  Winners of the two door 
prizes were Wayne Champagne and 
Geri Harris.  Please consider joining us 
at our first 2021 luncheon on January 
28th where Bob Jelinek will be our guest 
speaker.  He will share with us an update 
on the South Milwaukee’s Industrial  
Museum LLC’s progress.

Wayne Champagne Geri Harris

Author - Bob Jelinek

Tim Sullivan, our former CEO and 
current Chairman of the Bucyrus Foun-
dation, was the guest speaker at the 
September 24th luncheon. He provided 
insights and information about the 
Bucyrus Foundation history and goals 
for the future. 

In the 1970s, then CEO Gene Berg 
started the Bucyrus Foundation to  
support community and social services, 
medical research and health care, and 
arts and culture. It offered an employee 
matching program, whereby employees 
and retirees would make small donations 
to agencies of their choice and the 
foundation would match them dollar  
for dollar. It also provided college  
scholarship opportunities to children of 
Bucyrus employees. 

After its inception, the Bucyrus Foun-
dation let the principle grow through  
investments and currently has a balance 
of about 15 million. In the early 1990’s, 
then CEO Bill Winter, transferred admin-
istrative control to the Great Milwaukee 
Foundation. He wanted to avoid the  
possibility of having a purchasing com-
pany absorb the Bucyrus Foundation 
and stray away from what it historically 
supported. The supporting organization 
proved to be a good decision. It still  
allowed Bucyrus to have its own advisory 
board to make decisions on grant- 
making while the Greater Milwaukee 
Foundation handled all administrative 
details.

After the company was acquired by 
Caterpillar in 2011, the Bucyrus company 

name was dropped and erased from the 
communities it once operated in. Cat-
erpillar also inquired about the Foun-
dation’s assets as part of the purchase 
deal. But Bill Winter’s foresight to move it 
to the GMF earlier kept it out of the deal 
and as the independent Bucyrus Founda-
tion. And thanks to Tim and several other 
board members, Bucyrus’ longstanding 
reputation as a committed, compassion-
ate corporate citizen lives on bearing the 
company name. 

Since 2011 the grants have focused 
on trade and engineering educational 
opportunities and support. In 2013, for 
example, the foundation announced a  
1 million investment over 10 years to 
United Way of Greater Milwaukee to  
support adult education and employment 
assistance programs. “We hope that if 
we are spending the Foundation money 
wisely, and that manufacturing will grow 
in importance here in this area,” Sullivan 
said. “We want to make sure that we are 
part of the process.”

Many of the major grants that pro-
mote economic development have the 
Bucyrus name attached as a way to 
keep it alive for future generations. Tim 
said it is important for future generations 
to know the historical accomplishments 
and significance of the company’s contri-
butions to the world as we know it today. 

The Foundation partnered with the City 
of South Milwaukee to announce the lat-
est project last February, restoration of 
the Bucyrus Club building into an event 
center and new home for the Bucyrus 
Museum. The Museum is a 501c3  
no-profit educational museum that 
will provide presentations to local area 
schools on company history and the  
various trades that the company needed 
to employ to build machinery like the 
Panama Canal shovels, Big Muskie, and 
design of NASA’s Crawler Transporter. 

Tim closed by alluding to other programs 
that are in process or being considered 
in the local area, and encouraged 
attendees to submit any ideas for future 
programs grants to the board through 
the Greater Milwaukee Foundation. 

Annual Christmas Party
The Bucyrus® Oldtimers Association 

UA is sorry to announce, due to the 
uprising in cases of COVID the annual 
Christmas Party scheduled for 
December 3, 2020 is cancelled.  

Those who have signed up and 
paid for their meal will receive a re-
fund check in the mail. If you have any 
questions please call Dolores Page at 
414.768.9437.

• • •
Union Christmas Party 

The Union Christmas party has also 
been cancelled due to the Covid-19 
pandemic.  If you have any questions, 
please call the Union Office.  Happy  
Holidays…stay safe

CANCELLATION NOTICES



3

Remembering Bucyrus Erie’s 
Construction Machine Division - Part 2

The time spent growing the CMD group 
in Evansville was rewarding, But nothing 
really good lasts forever.  For some unex-
plained reason Mr. Berg felt out of touch 
with CMD Sales being in Evansville, so in 
1970, he transferred me back to South 
Milwaukee along with all of our Product 
Managers.

I hated to leave Evansville, but there 
were some advantages to SM.  Our Prod-
uct Sales group were situated close to the 
CMD engineering and Sales Promotion Depart-
ment so interaction was easy, but the Law Depart-
ment and Contract Dept had a close eye on us, 
not that we ever did anything wrong, but they just 
wanted to be sure.

With the move back to South Milwaukee, CMD 
Sales and Engineering began working on an all 
hydraulic truck crane to replace the standard H-3 
& H-5 Hydro-Cranes which had some limitations.  
We developed a 20-ton, all hydraulic, truck mount-
ed crane.  Our objective was to have a crane with 
a good lifting capacity that would be able to travel 
on the highways of all the States without getting a 
highway permit for dimensions or weight.  A crane 
that could take off to a job site without the need to 
have permits to run on the streets and highways.

The 15-H at 20-ton capacity with an 80-foot 
full telescoping boom and a 20 ft. fly jib met this 
specification.  We chose a color combination of 
red, white and blue, and named it the Freedom 
Crane.  We had our service men drive it around big 
cities in rush hour to prove the point.

About this time the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers sent an invitation to purchase 200 units of 
a 3/4 cubic yard machine with shovel fronts, back 
hoe and dragline attachments – the B-E Size 22-
B.  This was a very interesting opportunity.  We 
needed the business.  There would be probably 
three bidders.  Sales worked with engineering and 
manufacturing to prepare a bid that met the speci-
fication but omitting some of the frills that B-E’s 
22-B machines had for the commercial market.  

After a few weeks of thinking of every possible 
way to meet the specification, our bid was submit-
ted.  The hard work paid off, CMD was successful 
and the Erie Plant had a good back log of business 
for 6 months.

Hydraulic Crane business was very competitive, 
we needed something different to attract atten-

tion to our product.  
About this time, Evel 
Knievel was going 
around the country 
jumping his motor-
cycle over cars and 
buses and talking 
about jumping over 
the Snake River in 
a “Sky Cycle” which 
he was having  
developed for the 
feat.  Through some 
of our guys we made 
a deal with him to 
help us promote our 

new crane line.  We would set up demo days at  
our distributor, and bring in cranes and invite  
customers and their families to come and see the 
new B-E cranes and meet Evel.   It was a fun time, 
but I do not remember if we sold very many cranes 
as a result of all the promotion, but we received 
plenty of notoriety.

We did get a lot of TV coverage when Evel finally 
tried to jump his Sky Cycle over the Snake River, 
just outside of Pocatello, Idaho, where B-E had a 
plant to make Mining Machinery.  We had two of 
our new Hydraulic Truck Cranes on the site.  The 
55-C was used to build the scaffolding to hold the 
ramp for the shot, and the new Freedom Crane 
lifted Evel into his Sky Cycle.   Our service men 
made a seat for him with the B-E logo on each 
side.  There was a big crowd on hand, and a lot 
of TV coverage.   Unfortunately, he did not make 
it over.  His life was saved by a parachute that 
deployed when it was obvious that he was falling 
short of the other side of the canyon.  

In the late 1960’s better hydraulic components 
were being produced in Germany for construc-
tion equipment.  Higher pressure, variable volume 
pumps and motors with better seals to reduce 
leaks for the rigorous requirements of construction 
work.  This hydraulic equipment was superior to 
the hydraulic gear motors and pumps used in the 
B-E “H” Series Excavators, and more expensive.  
The “H” series excavators were fast approach-
ing the end of their life cycle.   CMD Engineering  
embarked upon a huge undertaking – produce 

a new modern line of world class hydraulic  
excavators.  

This brought about the 100 Series – 300-H, 
325-H, 350-H, 400-H and 500-H.  Sales and  
engineering worked together to provide some 
special features, i.e. fiberglass molded cabs (no 
more rusty, paint faded cabs).  Special comfort 
operator’s cab features which exceeded those of 
competition.

 Designs were thoroughly tested at the Oak 
Creek Test Center.  We bought 100 acres in a 
desolate spot in southern New Mexico to dig hard 
caliche rock.  We did not want competitors to learn 
of our new developments.  When they went into 
production, the 350-H being the first, at the Erie 
Plant, we were confident that they would perform 
in an outstanding manner. The 350-H and 400-
H were used on many underground construction 
projects across the country.  A modification of 
the 350-H was made for special logging in the  
Northwest U.S.  They were very versatile machines. 
Our design of the “banana boom” became an 
industry standard.

In the late 
1960’s and early 
1970’s the search 
for oil and gas de-
posits began to 
expand into deep 
water exploration.  
There was oil and 
gas production in 
the Gulf of Mexico 
and Lake Mara-
caibo in Venezuela, 
but it was consid-
ered shallow work.   
Our Market Research people looked into this as 
an opportunity to sell cranes for off shore service, 
thus the birth of the Marine Crane line.   Every 
drill ship, semi-submersible drill platform and 
production platform needed cranes which were 
mounted on pedestals.   At first the upper works of 
land cranes were used.  However, these had draw 
backs.  To obtain lifting capacities at extended  
radii, they had added big counterweights giving 
a large tail swing, which occupied area and deck 
space which was at a premium.

Our CMD engineering went to work on a con-
cept of no tail swing.  They adapted the ball swing 
circle used on the Hydraulic truck cranes and 100 
series excavators.  This spread the compressive 

By Fred Shew

 Continued on next page



4

Personal views expressed in editorials 
and articles are the writer’s alone and do 
not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Bucyrus® Oldtimers Association UA or 
the Newsletter staff.  All data and informa-
tion provided within this publication and/
or website is intended for informational 
purposes only.  The publishers or authors 
of “Retiree Newsletter” make no repre-
sentations as to accuracy or completeness 
of this publications content and will not be 
held liable for any errors or omissions.

No part of this publication and/or website 
may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system or transmitted in any form without 
prior written permission of the Bucyrus® 
Oldtimers Association UA.
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Shirley Borgie, President • 414.768.9750
Dolores Page, Vice-President • 414.768.9437

Pat Merkovich, Secretary/Treasurer • 414.617-2796

Board Members
Bill Haag, Betsy Hodson, Ken Tangen, Rose Zingale 
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Webmaster: Ken Tangen
Email: bigmuskie@beoldtimers.org • www.beoldtimers.org
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and upward thrust forces around the circle and 
eliminated the need for big balancing counter-
weights and a long tail swing.  Ship designers 
liked this as it gave them more area to pack in 
other things.   At that time, it was considered that 
a square foot of deck space would cost a quarter 
of a million dollars.  So, when we showed up with 
a crane that “had its tail worked off”, the question 
was how quick can I get one, and then how much 
do they cost.

B-E CMD engineers used the hydraulic hoist 
designs from the truck crane line for this new line 
of MK cranes.  An important consideration was  
to have a crane that could pick a load off a  
supply boat in heavy seas when the boat was 
“bobbing” around under it.  By a unique design 
of the hydraulic hoist, they conceived a “yo-yo” 
affect.  The crane hook was lowered, attached to 
the load and bob with motion of the sea. Timing 
the crest of the wave, the hoist would be switched 
into high line speed and snatch the load off the 
deck as the vessel hit the crest of the wave.  This 
was a very unique feature, only available on the 
MK Series Cranes. 

B-E MK Marine Cranes went all over the world – 
Borneo, West Coast of Africa, Spain and the North 
Sea.  In the Norwegian sector of the North Sea, at 
one time, there were 60 MK cranes.  It was a fun 
business and profitable as well.  Our MK cranes 
met all the shipping industry regulations; ABS, API, 
DNV, BV, and Lloyds of London.  It took a lot of trips 
to Oslo, Norway by our team to obtain the DNV 
Certification.  It was some time before competitors 
caught up to the B-E MK Crane.

We were selling this Product Line of Cranes 
through distributors in Houston, Texas and Hol-
land, who had strong connections with the off-
shore industry and major oil and gas companies.  

B-E corporate man-
agement became 
upset over the fact 
these distributors 
were making com-
missions from their 
work in selling this 
product and forced 
cancellation of 
our sales agree-
ment with them. 
Alas, we never sold  
another MK crane. 

Once again, about 1980, Corporate Manage-
ment decided to move the Construction Machinery.  
Div.  This time to Erie, PA., where the Erie manu-
facturing plant was located.    Part of the strategy 
was to sell the Evansville, Plant, and transfer the 
manufacturing of Evansville products to the Erie 
plant.  Sales, Engineering and Service-Parts Sales 
moved from South Milwaukee and Evansville to 
offices in Erie. It was a nice plan and worked well 
for the few years it was permitted to operate.

In the earlier 1980’s Corporate Management 
became disenchanted with the construction in-
dustry.  They were obsessed with mining and 
military hardware.  They spent time looking for a 
buyer of the CMD operation.  Not finding a suitable 
buyer, they shut down the operation wrote it off 
and took a sizable tax deduction against profits in 
the mining machines.

So, 29 years after I walked into South Milwaukee 
office as a sales representative recruit, I sold the 
last remaining machine on the Erie Plant property, 
a 325-H excavator to a contractor working on a 
project at the O’Hare Airport in Chicago.  It seemed 
ironic, that I sold my first and last Bucyrus-Erie 
machine in Chicago.

This story would not be complete without  
acknowledging and mentioning some of those in 
our CC&E/CMD group who made contributions to 
the enterprise’s success, and just as important, 
made it an interesting and fun place to work. 
These names are not in any particular order.  They 
have come to mind as I reminisce, looking back 
through the passing of time.  Apologies to those I 
have omitted as a result of my dimming memory.   

George Wierick 
Jim Martell 
Bob Kottnauer 
Bob Lauer
Bob Miller
Elton Chambers
Rene Goulet
Glen Richardson
Dick Draper
John Wilcox 
Dick Dagnall 
Jean Moss
Wilbur Slicker
Terry Wigsell (R-B)
Kenny Hahn
Don Greattinger

Jim Belch 
Don Smith 
Don Barber
Bob Conrardy
Jerry Williams
Tom Nelson 
Bob Smith
Tom Titser 
John Hollingsworth
Bob Dummer
Don Skarie
Lonnie Smith
Bill Magness
Rhoda Riggins
George Lumpkins

Continued from previous page
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LETTERS TO ‘BIG MUSKIE’
FROM FELLOW OLDTIMERS

September 6, 2020

Congat’s on the new Bucyrus Club.

Thanx,
Rich Timian

September 7, 2020

Hi Big Muskie Team, 
Many thanks for sending the newsletter it is great to keep up with the BE news. This latest 
issue was of particular interest to me as the Fred Shew text relates to much of my experi-
ence with BE equipment. I first met Fred in 1969 which was my first visit to BE and I saw 
S Milwaukee Evansville Erie and many of the coal mines including Big Muskie and the 
3850 B.  Fred subsequently invited me to attend the annual sales meetings of the regional 
DR’s where I would bring everybody up to date with the product development that was be-
ing undertaken at Ruston Bucyrus in England. Later in the 1970 and 80 we sold a number 
of RB machines into the USA and Fred and I traveled the entire length of the eastern 
seaboard visiting BE dealers to promote the sale of RB machines in those territories.  I 
am happy to say we had a reasonable success rate and Fred did a great job helping our 
cause.  I look forward to the next edition and the continued story written by Fred. 

Kind Regards, 
Terry Wigsell

September 12, 2020

From sunny and hot Arizona, best regards 
to all retirees.  To the folks who keep the 
Bucyrus® Oldtimers Association alive, 
thanks.  Stay Safe.

David Homan

September 12, 2020

Dear Friends,
Thank you for publishing the Retiree News-
letter all these years.  I really enjoy hearing 
about the lives of my fellow coworkers.  It 
brings back warm memories of days long 
gone.  Enclosed is a donation to support 
the newsletter.  I am in my 14th year in 
retirement and I don’t know the meaning of 
the word.

I have always been called to help the needy 
in our area and have been working with 
Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity two days 
a week as a volunteer since I retired at end 
of 2006.

Milwaukee Habitat is in the middle of its 
3-year Mid Town 100 program where we 
are building 65 new homes, rehabbing 15 
existing homes and doing critical repairs 
on 20 more.  We are working near 27th & 
North Avenue in Milwaukee.  Of course the 
pandemic has slowed us down this year.

It is very satisfying to help hard working 
central city residents improve the quality of 
their lives by getting a new energy efficient 
home.  To qualify for a new home they have 
to work for Habitat about 9 months at 6 
hours a week besides their full time jobs.  
When their house closes they pay about 
$3,000 closing costs and have a 30 year 
$100,000 mortgage.

Peace,
Jim Stanke

October 6, 2020

It’s been awhile since I have written and donated to the Oldtimers newsletter.  I was 
diagnosed with cancer in 2019, had surgery to remove a tumor on my colon, had 18 weeks 
of chemo and had another surgery this year to remove my female organs.  I’m doing well 
now, but have to have a CT scan the end of this month to see if I’m still OK.  I’m sure there 
are many Oldtimers who have had cancer and know what Chemo can do to your body.

Pete is doing well for being 85.  They found a growth on his vocal cords, which will be  
removed soon.  Hopefully it’s not cancer.  Pete has Macular Degeneration and hasn’t  
driven for 6 or 7 years.  He is legally blind, but he can still watch TV, if he gets real close.  
He also enjoys talking books we get from the library.  We didn’t go to Florida this year.  
The last couple years we had my daughter drive us down.  The long drive is too much for 
me.  We still want to go again eventually.  Pete’s daughter and grandson live in Florida, 
so we have someone to visit.  I wanted the Oldtimers to know and I’m sure a lot of shop 
guys will remember Joy Sahagian.  She has Alzheimer’s and doesn’t know her family.  The 
last time I saw her, her husband had passed away and her kids didn’t want to tell her, so 
they had a luncheon and turned it into her 89th birthday party for Joy which was true.  
She seemed to remember me because when she looked at me she called me by name and 
started to cry.  I must have brought some memories back to her.  I haven’t been able to see 
her because of my illness and then this terrible virus arrived.  It is so sad.  Joy was full of 
life and enjoyed her family and friends so much.  It’s a terrible disease.  Well I hope  
everyone is staying safe.  We enjoy getting the newsletter.  I read it to Pete and we  
remember some of the people, but not all.  WE are really the Oldtimers now!!

Judy & Pete Peterson

October 1, 2020

Hi to all of you.  I no longer get to Oldtim-
ers activities due to my heart problems.  I 
need a walker and need oxygen all the time.  
I really enjoy the newsletters.  I read all of 
the communications.  A great job to those 
of you who keep it going.  

Thank you,
Swede
(Les Touve)
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BUCYRUS, AS I REMEMBER…

 The fine article by Stuart Cotterill in the 
2020 2nd quarter of the Oldtimers newsletter 
was most interesting.  In years long gone by, 
Stu and I worked together in the B-E sales  
department in both the Construction and  
Mining divisions.  Our stories could write a 
book.  Matter of fact I have published six books 
over the past 20 years of a life remembered; 
and there are many fond memories of Bucyrus 
related adventures in these volumes.

At the encouragement of Newsletter  
secretary/treasurer, Pat Merkovich in a recent 
phone call she suggested I submit one of such 
Bucyrus reminisce that came about during my 
tenure with the company:  CMD 1968—1980, 
MMD 1980—1986, MMD 1992—1996.

A brief bio of my B-E time includes the  
hiring in 1968 into the Advanced Products 
group.  This was after ten years as a mining 
engineer graduate working in an Arizona open 
pit mine for three years, then six years as sales 
engineer with another Milwaukee manufac-
ture of mine process equipment, the Nordberg 
Company.

My first B-E stop was with the Advanced 
Products Group, headed by chief engineer, Don 
Barber.  This small division consisted of 3-4 
older retired specializes who were charged 
with various new machine development  
concepts.  Here I joined two other young  
engineers, Bob Steward and Matt Hrebar 
where the three of us studied and traveled to 
various mine site applications doing on site 
time studies to incorporate into the companies 
new machine design and developments such 
as the 60-S tracked loader and the off shore 
MK crane.

In 1968 I was transferred to training 
at CMD’s Evansville plant under General  
Manager Fred Shew for a period of sales,  
service, parts and training group then as-
signed to the Boston area as the district sales 
representative (D/R) for New England and  
upper New York State.  After acquainting 
myself with this lucrative hydraulic backhoe 
territory and its four dealerships for two years, 
in 1971 I was re-assigned to Florida to replace 
retiring D/R, Wes Vines, covering the compa-
nies number one sales territory’s three CMD 
dealers.  After two wonderful sales years by 
the three dealerships, Linder, Pal and Shelly 
Tractor, Fred Shew moved me and family back 
to CMD Milwaukee headquarters as Product 
Sales Manager for the new offshore MK 
marine crane line. For the next seven years, 
besides the necessity to travel to the world 
of North Sea oil exploration, I simultaneously 
inherited other CMD responsibilities including; 
Eastern Region Territory Manager and the 
Hydraulic crane and Excavator products sales 
management.

In mid 1980, the mining division (MMD)  
under John Westerman, VP of sales, was look-
ing for a new Blast Hole Product Manager 
and I transferred from CMD to MMD, then 
two years later on to electric mining shovels 
where I remained the next six years to June 
of 1986.  During this time my international  
travels expanded from those North Sea MK 
days to places beyond including Africa, Canada, 
South America, Australia, China, Japan and 
Russia on behalf of Bucyrus drill and mining 
shovel products.

To travel with the B-E engineering and ser-
vice personal and become acquainted with 
these domestic Internationale customers was 
truly a never to be forgotten, once in a lifetime 
experience.

Now as to a Bucyrus story I have written 
during my 19 years for my Fennimore, WI 
newspaper articles,  Of these weekly stories of 
“That’s My Story, And I’m Sticking to Them!” a 
favorite of one B-E tale is as follows:

When I heard the final score of a Wisconsin 
win in a Badger/Wolverine (Michigan) basket-
ball game I found myself humming the rest of 
the night; Varsity, varsity, you rah, rah, Wiscon-
sin praise to you we sing…then I had a sober 
thought as I remembered another time I sang 

that tune.
During a Wisconsin visit a dozen years, or so, 

ago, I went to the Waukesha Hospital to visit 
an old Bucyrus friend, Phil Mork.  He was a 
tall, skinny, likable fellow who graduated from 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison and then  
followed his dad, George, into Bucyrus  
employment. George was the CMD chief 
engineer at the time I first joined the company 
in 1968.  By then Phil had worked his way 
through the manufacturing organization to 
become it’s Manufacturing vice chairman by 
1980, later to be appointed President during 
the 1990’s.

At the time of my visit, Phil had already been 
hospitalized for a number of months due to a 
tree trimming accident.  A large limb had fallen 
on his head causing a severe brain trauma; he 
could neither speak nor eat.  He was at the 
hospital for certain therapies and I visited that 
day as the nurse was attending to his being 
fed through a stomach tube.  As I stood there, 
Phil seemed to recognize me with a big 
smile.  Talking to him for a few minutes I was  
wondering if he understood what I was saying.  
It was both awkward and sad as he was like a 
stroke victim.  But then he put his finger on my 
chest against the big W-Wisconsin tee shirt I 
was wearing and became quite animated as if 
trying to tell me something.

I said, “Yes, Phil, Wisconsin is where you 
graduated from…I know!”.  Then the nurse 
said, “So did I!”.  With that, as one, we both 
began to sing Varsity, you rah rah Wisconsin, 
praise to you we sing, to him.  He got a big 
wide grin on his face and then by golly, Phil 
began to mouth the words with us as we  
continued the entire song.

“Somewhere along the way,” she said “In all 
this time he has never tried to speak until right 
now”.  We both teared up at the end while Phil 
sat there with a big smile.  I then left, never to 
see him alive again, for he died within a few 
weeks, far to young for his loving family.

“Varsity, varsity, you rah, rah, Wisconsin, 
Praise to Phil do we sing!”

“Rest well old friend.”

Thanks Bucyrus Oldtimers for the chance to 
tell this story once again.

Tom Nelson, author
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Did you know that Bucyrus played an important role in 
our race to put a man on the moon? Most people don’t 
realize that the Crawler Transporters were designed by 
Bucyrus Erie in South Milwaukee 

Officially, NASA calls the gargantuan machines used 
for this task Missile Crawler Transporter Facilities, or 
Crawler-Transporter, for short. They have been around 
since the inception of the space program, carrying the 
Saturn V rockets of the Apollo missions and the space 
shuttles that last took astronauts to space from Amer-
ican soil. And soon they will be transporting the SLS 
rocket and Orion capsule for Exploration Mission-1.

Back in the late 1950’s, NASA looked to Bucyrus-Erie 
to develop the concept of a rocket transporter. Togeth-
er, they visited the field sites of several large stripping 
shovels, like the 3850B and 1850B, to see if the crawl-
ers could be adapted and used under the rocket trans-
porter. They put the transporter idea out for design bids 
in the early 1960’s, and Bucyrus-Erie won that contract. 
The man charged with design of the Crawler-Transport-
er was Philip Koehring. Being an engineer by trade and 
as a designer of large machines, Koehring knew how 
to take the ideas that powered the BE stripping shovels 
and convert them into something that might help push 
humanity into the space age. 

The finished BE design was now owned by NASA, 
and as required by the government, several manufac-
turing companies bid to win the right to build the crawl-
ers. Knowing the severe constraints that a large gov-
ernment contract would have on production capacity, 
Bucyrus-Erie’s president, E.P Berg, decided the com-
pany provide a very high bid for the project. If BE won 
the job, there would be enough margin to subcontract 
a lot of the manufacturing work while keeping our own 
machines in house. It was starting to be an especially 
busy time in new dragline sales, and Berg wanted to 
protect our market position. When the selection process 
ended, NASA selected the Marion Power Shovel Com-

pany, another producer of 
large shovels and excavators 
and BE’s main competitor in 
the dragline market.

After being awarded the 
build contract, Marion hired 
Koehring away from Bucyrus- 
Erie to lead the effort and 
work on the project began in 
their Ohio factory. Two identical  
machines were to bebuilt. 
As Berg predicted, the toll on 

Marion’s own machine output was devastating, and 
Bucyrus-Erie managed to secure almost all of the new 
dragline orders in the mid 60’s. 

By the end of 1963, Marion had completed about 90 
percent of the production for the machines, and parts for 
the final assembly begun arriving the following year. In 
1964, the first tests began, and in 1965 the first Crawler 
Transporter was moving on its own power.

Testing continued throughout the year 1965. The 
crawler was subjected to its first load, a mobile launch-
er, in June. In July, it moved about one mile on two short 
stretches of road. And then a problem sidetracked the 
project for nearly half a year. Keep in mind, this was at 
a time when President John F. Kennedy committed the 
United States would have American on the Moon by the 
end of the decade.

The crawler’s traction-support roller assembly suc-
cumbed to the weight of the launcher platform, send-
ing Koehring scrambling for a solution. It was only in  
December 1965 that he decided to redesign and 
replace the assembly, and from then on, no other  
problems would shadow the build.

In early 1966, both crawlers became fully operational, 
and in the following year, one of them carried the first 
Saturn V rocket for the unmanned Apollo 4 mission.

The crawler platforms are the size of a baseball  

THE BIRTH OF THE NASA CRAWLERS 
The Journey to the Moon starts at Bucyrus-Erie

Continued on next page

News  SCOOP
Operated by the South Milwaukee Industrial Museum LLC
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infield, and they produce power from two massive engines 
and an equal number of power generators to drive the  
electric motors that make the machine work. They can 
raise and lower their sides and corners independently, 
making them ideal for rolling underneath a launch 
platform on top of which sits a space rocket. A hydraulic 
system is used to keep the platform level as the  
crawlers climb the sloping pyramid which forms each of 
the launch pads.

According to NASA specifications, the crawlers can 
carry about 18 million pounds (20 fully loaded Boeing 
777 airplanes) and requires a crew of 30 people to oper-
ate. Also, the crawlers are some of the slowest machines 
ever created by man. When unloaded, they can travel 
at a maximum speed of 2 mph (3.2 km/h), while when 
loaded, that speed is 
reduced to 1/4 to 1/2 
mph. As a side note, 
the distance between 
the Kennedy Vehicle 
Assembly Building, 
where the rockets 
are prepped for flight, 
to Launch Pad 39A is 3.4 miles. The distance is even 
longer to Launch Pad 39B, 4.2 miles.

At the time of their completion in 1966, each of the 
crawlers cost $14 million, or a little over $114 million 
in today’s currency. But most importantly, they became 
the largest self-powered land vehicles in the world for 
a short period. Bucyrus-Erie produced the Big Muskie 
dragline in 1969 and took that title away from NASA’s 
crawlers.

NASA CRAWLER TRANSPORT FACTS
The Crawler is a series of 8 independent crawl-

er tracks that ride underneath a platform. They are 
grouped in pairs of two at each corner. Each pair 
controlled independently by the operator with the  

Continued from previous page

assistance of computer aided controls to maintain 
speed and stability.

The platform contacts the crawlers at four points,  
arranged in a 90-foot square, making for a structure 
131 feet long and 114 feet wide (40 meters long and 
35 meters wide). Each crawler unit secures itself to the 
platform comer by use of pinch blocks.

The operating system is comprised of three main 
subsystems: AC power, DC power, and Pneumatic. AC 
Power is used to run all onboard system and controls 
the hydraulic steering. Power for this system comes 
from two 2,220 horsepower Cummins engines and two 
1,500 kW generators, all giving the monster machine, 
among other things, the ability to move forward.

DC power is used to control the crawler’s monitoring 
systems, hydraulic jacking, and fire detection. It allows 
the crawlers to raise or lower themselves at each cor-
ner, independently, by using a total of 16 traction mo-
tors. Each of these motors develops 375 hp, and there 
are four of them controlling the up-down motion of each 
of the truck-tracks assemblies.

Because of this hydraulic system, the height of the 
crawler-Transporter varies from 20 feet to 26 feet (6 to 8 
meters). In all, the Crawler assembly weighs 6.6 million 
pounds (3,300 tons). 

Because building a new crawler would be prohibitively 
expensive, NASA has updated one of the original two 
that were built. It had previously received upgraded  
roller bearings before the final modifications to CT-2 
were started. The newer assemblies can carry a  
greater load, and have an improved lubrication system. 
The new version is called Crawler-Transporter 2, and 
it will be the one chaperoning all of the agency’s future 
missions to the Moon and Mars.

CT-2 has logged 2,236 miles on the odometer 
(5,600 km) between the original and upgraded versions 
of this machine.

The South Milwaukee Industrial Museum LLC is a 501c3 educational non-profit operating the Bucyrus Museum and is dedi-
cated to the historic preservation of documents and artifacts relating to Bucyrus International and its merged companies.

PO Box 84 • South Milwaukee, WI  53172-0084

Board of Directors:
Robert Jelinek, Chairman - Gerald Miller, Treasurer

Michael McKean, Secretary, Joe Jankowski, William Zolandz
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There’s been a lot of significant activity with the 
Bucyrus Club building renovation since the last  
newsletter update. 

A steering committee consisting of the City of South 
Milwaukee, Bucyrus Foundation, Skyline Catering, 
and the South Milwaukee Industrial Museum selected 
CG Schmidt of Milwaukee to be the general contractor 
in mid-October. There were five interested firms that  
submitted bids for the $3.6 million dollar project.

Right after that both prospective tenants, The Bucyrus 
Museum group and Skyline Catering came to agreed 
terms for leasing portions of the building. The museum 
will have a 20-year lease term for the entire second and 
third floors of the Club. We were also able to incorpo-
rate 7 display cases into the first-floor design. These 
will not only showcase Bucyrus history, but other local  
manufacturing companies that helped shape South  
Milwaukee. Companies like Appleton Foundry, Line 
Material, Lawson Aircraft, Doerman Shoe Factory, and 
Badger Malleable Iron Works all had a part in helping 
grow the community. Each has a story to tell, and with 
the help of the South Milwaukee Historical Society we’re 
going to try to highlight their contributions.  

In early November, the final build drawings from  
Zimmerman Architectural Studios were completed  
and submitted to the State of Wisconsin for approval, 
which was granted the week of November 16th.  
With that, the Club was surrounded by a perimeter  
construction fence that shows all the partners involved 
in the project. The building’s exterior work began with 
tuckpointing and the roof replacement right after that.  
Hopefully the building will be weathertight before the 
Wisconsin winter sets in!

On November 4th, The City of SM Common Council 
also approved the total budget for all renovations, 
incorporating the funding from the Bucyrus Foundation 
Grant, Wisconsin Economic Development Commission 
Grant, and the City’s TIF contributions. 

With others funding the building costs, our focus now 
is on raising funds to cover the Bucyrus Museum’s initial 
operational needs.  We still need to fund the move of all 
the archives from storage to our new home, purchase 
and install a security system for our portion of the build-
ing, buy insurance, and do some minor repairs to some 
of the displays. After that, we will still have monthly rent, 
utility, and maintenance costs to pay. 

Skyline Catering and Event Center will be occupying 
the first floor of the three-story building, along with 
the north one-story annex that used to be the bar and 
bowling alleys.  Skyline currently has an active 
corporate client portfolio of 400+ repeat customers in 
Milwaukee, Waukesha, and Racine counties. With this 
addition of two large event spaces, they’ll be alle to their 
corporate client base a unique venue to host off-site 
business or social events. They will also book weddings, 
parties, reunions, civic events, and promote other hall 
activities like Oktoberfest’s and live music events. We 
will be partnering with them to include optional private 
museum viewing access before, during, or after  
gatherings, making it one of the most unique venues in 
Southeastern Wisconsin. 

Right now, the grand opening is targeted for June 
18th, 2021. We’re excited to finally have a home after 
almost 4 years of hard work. Thanks to all who  
contributed early on to keep the museum effort and the 
legacy of Bucyrus alive! 

BUCYRUS CLUB PROJECT UPDATE
Author, Bob Jelinek



11

Through December 31st, the South Milwaukee 
Industrial Museum LLC is offering iconic image tee 
shirts as a way of saying THANK YOU for your donation 
to help fund the move to our new home in the Bucyrus 
Club next spring. For your donation of $50, you’ll 
receive the famous Panama Canal Steam Shovel tee 
shirt. Donations of $100 or more will receive the Steam 
Shovel AND the iconic Big Muskie tee!

Our tee shirts are made of 100% cotton and have the 
Bucyrus Museum logo on the LH front chest area. The 
selected images have been adapted of artist renderings 
of these historic machines, commissioned by Bucyrus. 
They both appeared in multiple company publications 
back in the 1970’s.  These are two of the most famous 
machines that the company ever produced.

To claim your set of these limited-edition tee shirts, 
send your donation check to SMIM,  PO Box 84, So. 
Milwaukee., WI 53172 and indicate your desired tee 
shirt size (S-3XL). We’ll get a thank you note and your 
tee shirts in the mail ASAP. 

BUCYRUS MUSEUM TEE SHIRTS AVAILABLE NOW!

Thanks for supporting our efforts 
in reopening the Bucyrus Museum!

Next Time:
Did you know that Bucyrus Erie and International Harvester collaborated on earth moving equip-

ment from the late 1920’s through the 1950’s?  That Bucyrus Erie coined the term “Bulldozer”?  It’s 
true!  In the next Bucyrus Museum News Scoop, we’ll explain what the Big Red Team was and how 
these two companies changed the construction industry with their innovative solutions to moving dirt.  
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In Loving Memory

With Heavy Hearts we said “Goodbye” to:
Ivar Hunter - July 22, 2020

Dennis Lessard - August 31, 2020
David Haigh - September 7, 2020
Galen Updahl - October 14, 2020
Jean Hicks - October 19, 2020

Eugene (Gino) Lipowski - October 24, 2020
Melvin Kraschnewski - October 31, 2020

Ken Heise - November 1, 2020
Roy Schissel - November 12, 2020

At Joe’s K Ranch
(For Reservations call Shirley or Dolores)

Luncheon Cost 14.00/person
Opens 11:30 a.m. Food served at 12 noon

   
    January 28th Luncheon
 February 25th  Luncheon
 March 25th Luncheon
 April 29th  Luncheon
 May 27th Luncheon
 June 24th (Picnic)
 September 30th   Luncheon
 October 28th         Luncheon
 December 2nd      Christmas Party

OFF SITE FUNCTIONS
    November 10th  Fireside’s “Holiday Inn”

WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!

PLEASE SUBMIT ALL
WRITTEN CORRESPONDENCE TO:

Bucyrus® Oldtimers Association UA
P.O. Box 563

Oak Creek WI  53154-0564
or Email: oldtimers.newsletter@gmail.com

“A BIG THANK YOU”
TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS

Gary Dillon • Chester Grobschmidt
David Homan • Les Touve • Delbert Mahn

Dick Miller • Leroy Passehl
Laverne (Pete) Peterson • David Lynch

Roger Rabska • Jim Stanke




